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Newsletter :           Ebrill       2010      April 
 

  
Board Members 

President     David Lintern   250-812-1026 

Secretary   Gillian Greydanus  250-642-2076 

Treasurer   Jen Pearson   250-477-2548 

Ladies’ Auxiliary  Myfanwy Rutherford  250-382-9343 

Past President  Denis Brown   250-658-8701 

Trustees 

Rita Miller   250-389-0736 

Peter Murphy  250-383-4350 

Emrys Evans   250-652-5855 

Nerys Hughes  250-479-8742 

Lynne Thomas  250-383-3880 

 
 
Newsletter    Denis  Brown   fulbro@shaw.ca 

 
 

Information   info@victoriawelshsociety.org 

 

Address   C/O  4918 Alamida Crescent, 

 Victoria, B.C., V8Y 2T3 

Website    www.victoriawelshsociety.org 
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From the Editor 

 

With the first event of the year, celebrated on 
February 27th, already behind us, your Society has 
arranged for a quite busy year.  Your Editor hopes you 
all feel re-juvenated (as he does) after a quiet and mild 
Winter.  What a blessed place this Victoria is!  Just 
think, in some parts of Canada they’re only now 
hanging up the snow- shovel or getting away with 
forgetting to connect the block- heater overnight and 
some unfortunates are sure to end up with flooded 
basements before the warm weather comes.  So, let 
us be thankful but hope that the “big one” never 
comes. 

 

Society News 

 
We celebrated our Patron Saint’s Day on February 

27th with a well attended lunch at the University Club.  
Some 65 members and guests attended, gathering for 
a social hour before sitting down for a buffet lunch at 
12.30 p.m.  There was a surprise in the form of some 
vocal entertainment by four young ladies from the 
Sweet Adelines, the Victoria Ladies’ Choir.  (The full 
choir will be competing at the International Eisteddfod 
in Llangollen in July). 

Following an excellent lunch the usual toasts were 
made; The Queen, Canada, Wales and St. David.  
These were followed by an afternoon of ‘ do it 
yourselves’ entertainment - Joyce Jones rendered a 
reading of Eli Jenkins Prayer, Richard Adams gave a 
spirited account of the career of that 16th. Century 
Welsh rogue, Twm Shon Catti, and Joan Brown read 
a poem of her own composition entitled “Hermon 
Chapel.”  Something of a disturbance was caused by 
the appearance of a being who claimed to be the 
embodiment of a 14th Century Welsh poet.  Aside from 
some patronizing remarks about Geoffrey Chaucer he 
offered nothing but a rambling account of a thwarted 
assignment.  It was a relief when he departed and 
Michael Davies began to entertain us at the piano.  He 
gave us a musical quiz involving tunes from the shows.  
Most people were stumped for the correct answers.  
He rounded out by playing some well known pieces 
including ‘Calon Lan’ so we had a little singing.  (We 
hope for more of that next year). 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A get-together over lunch may be arranged for 
sometime in the Fall, if there is sufficient interest.  This 
would be held at the Lakes Grillhouse and Bar in the 
Howard Johnson hotel on Elk Road (a little way down 
the road from Beaver Lake Park.  There would be no 
set charge – you order from the menu (approximate 
cost of lunch is $ 15).  The whole affair would be 
informal – a chance to see old friends again - with, 
possibly, a sing-song. 

If you are interested please call any of the Board 
members. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
An event of interest is on offer in June – and it is 

hoped that there will be sufficient interest.  This is a 
group visit to the gardens at Hatley Park, and the date 
is June26th.  The gardens should be great at that time 
but be prepared to do some walking.  (Again, please 
call any Board member if you are interested).  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Please note that the Board has secured a place for 

our Society in the Victoria Day Parade.  The objective 
of this is twofold; to participate in a community event 
and to raise the profile of the Victoria Welsh Society.  (It 
always pays to advertise and we can well afford the 
$50 entry fee).  The form of the Float and the 
supporting arrangements are yet to be settled.  The 
date is , of course, May 24th. 

Please call Gill Greydanus (250-642-2076) if you 
are prepared to don Welsh costume and ride on the 
float.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Our Secretary, Gillian Greydanus  and Treasurer, 

Jen Pearson were recently in hospital for surgery . 
Both are back home now and doing well.  We send 
our best wishes for their complete recovery.  (Don’t 
know what we’d do without them). 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

News from 
Wales 

 
The Weekly Telegraph recently reported that the 

Welsh–language television Channel 4 ,which is funded 
with public money to the tune of 100 million pounds 
each year, recently, in a four week period, showed 



nearly 200 programmes that, officially, no one 
watched.  Even highlights of European football (soccer 
in North America) failed to attract viewers to this 
channel.  A zero rating means that fewer than 1000 
people watched a particular show.  (Perhaps they 
should have been showing the Winter Olympics 
instead of East-Enders.- Ed.) 

Again Welsh rugby failed to come up with a repeat 
of those Grand Slams last seen in 2008 and before 
that in 2005.  This was the year of the French!  Wales 
finished 4th in the table, a point behind England.  In 
June, Wales play South Africa in Cardiff then head for 
a series of games in New Zealand.   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Both Cardiff and Swansea are possible candidates 

for promotion to the Premier League in British football, 
along with Leicester and Nottingham Forest.  

But only one will be promoted.  We shall have to 
wait and see.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Sad to relate but Welsh rugby legend J.P.R. 
Williams, who played for the invincible Welsh Fifteens 
of the 1970’s , was recently in trouble with the police in 
Cardiff. 

He was arrested on a drunk–driving charge and, to 
compound his troubles, he attempted to obviate the 
breath test for alcohol by putting some copper coins in 
his mouth, prior to breathing into the bag.  This, he 
believed, would in some way prevent alcohol being 
traced. 

(Of course it’s an ‘old wives tale’ and, at the risk of 
being thought facetious, your editor believes that he 
might as well have offered the coppers to the coppers). 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
On a more positive note than the previous item, we 

learn that the project leader of The Large Hadron 
Collider at CERN in France/ Switzerland is Dr. Lyn 
Evans, who hails from Aberdare.  Very recently the first 
high energy particle collision was obtained in the 17 
mile circular tube that lies 300 ft below ground. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Did you hear about the Radnorshire farmer listening 
on his ‘wireless’ to one of Lord Haw-Haw’s 
broadcasts?  He painted a very dark picture of 

conditions in the U.K. and especially of Wales “where 
there is widespread starvation.”  The farmer, William 
Williams ,who was about to eat his supper of lamb 
broth, became incensed at this , took his plate to the 
‘wireless’ and shouted in Welsh, “Gwyntwch hwn, 
diawl” (Smell this, you devil) then poured the hot broth 
over the ‘wireless’.  The liquid poured over the hot 
‘valves’ inside the set causing a short circuit and, with a 
shriek, it failed.  William’s wife, Gwennie, heard this and 
applauded, “Dai awn Will bach, you made the  - - - - - r 
jump.”  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Two colliers sitting in the “Club” one Sunday (each 
nursing a ‘lemonade’) were extolling the intelligence of 
their pets.  “Duw”, says Dai Evans, “You won’t believe 
this, but my terrier, Harry, shares his food with the cat – 
he draws his paw down the middle and each eats 
half.”  “That’s nothing” retorted his buddy, “Our parrot is 
learning to sing ‘Mae Hen Wlad fy Nhadau’ by listening 
to the wireless”.  At this, Boyo Rees, who was behind 
the bar chimed in, “Right enough but he can’t hold the 
tune.” 

(If you have a favourite Tall Tale to share please 
send it in to the editor)  
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If you should be visiting the U.K. and Northern 
Ireland this year you might like to visit a couple of 
magnificent gardens which have two of the largest 
greenhouses in the world.  

The Belfast Botanic Gardens founded in 1827, 
contain the Palm House, a wrought iron and glass 
structure that was completed in 1840.  Many of the 
plants are more than 100 years old.  For more details 
go to the website 
www.visitireland.com/attractions/gardens.asp 

Not to be outdone, the 10 year old National Botanic 
Garden of Wales, in Carmarthenshire, with its 568 
acres and the elliptical Great Glasshouse at the centre, 
is well worth a visit.  This greenhouse is dedicated to 
conserving endangered plants.  Another feature is the 
Boardwalk – nearly 250 yards of herbaceous border.  
For more details the website is 
www.gardenofwales.org.uk 

(These gardens are featured in the March issue of 
GOOD TIMES, the magazine for seniors). 



------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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The International Eisteddfod will be held in 
Llangollen  from July 5th. to 11th. this  year. 

The National Eisteddfod will take place in Ebbw 
Vale this year from July 31st. to August 7th  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The North American Festival of Wales and the 
accompanying Gymanfa Ganu will be held in Portland, 
Oregon, September 2nd.to 5th.  The Festival Hotel is the 
Doubletree at Lloyd Center, 1000 NE Multnomah 
Street.  Discounted room rates are $ 114 US plus tax. 

For reservations call 503-281-6111 and mention 
Code WNG to get the discounted rate.  The special 
rate is only for bookings made by August 11th. 

Note that the Festival Choir is the Cor Godre Aran 
which will also perform in Victoria on September 8th. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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The photographs shown below are printed by kind 
permission of The Countryman magazine.  They 
appeared in the September issue of 2009 in an article 
by Huw Jenkins, entitled “The wild cars of North 
Wales.”  

They show how the quarrymen of the Craig Ddu 
Quarry at Blaenau Ffestiniog got down to the bus stop 
in a hurry, as soon as the 4 o’clock hooter sounded. 

The wild car (car gwyllt) was an innovation credited 
to the quarry blacksmith in the 1870’s.  As you can 
see, each man had a ‘ car’ consisting of a short plank, 
about 2 ft. long and 8 ins. wide, fitted with a flanged 
wheel under the front and a V-shaped iron ‘heel’ under 
the back.  The flanged wheel and the ‘heel ‘ran on one 
rail and the wheel was connected by an iron bar to a 
roller that rested on a rail of the other track.  Speed was 
controlled with a rod lying between the ‘driver’s’ knees 
that could be pressed against the flanged wheel.  

Emrys Evans, who was an apprentice at the quarry 
in 1933, gave the following description of operating the 
‘car’.  “There was no driving test as such.  You simply 
sat on it, with your legs straight out and leaned inwards 
towards the crossbar.  The key was to avoid going too 
fast and losing control.  When I first started I would 
follow the person I was apprenticed to, with my feet 
pressed into his back.  But after a couple of weeks I 
was going solo.” 

So how fast did they go?  Emrys couldn’t give a 
speed or the time of descent but the length of the 
inclines was 1800 yards, with a drop of 1040 feet, and 
reputedly, these would be traversed in about  8 
minutes.  “At the end of the shift the men were allowed 
to place their cars on the track and as soon as the 
4 o’clock hooter went, they were off.  Most started at 
the second incline.  They were able to do the two 
inclines, run between them, put the car into an empty 
wagon and reach the bus stop by the time the bus to 
Blaenau left 5 minutes later.  Buses were very punctual 
in those days.” 

At its peak the quarry employed more than 200 
men and rush hour must have been quite a sight.  
Fortunately the occasion was recorded on film, Y 
Chwarelwr (The Quarryman) made in 1934.  (Emrys 
helped with the recent reconstruction of a missing reel 
of the film.) 

The cars were private property and each carried the 
initials of the owner.  Some had detachable brake 
handles which would be removed to prevent use by 
anyone besides the owner.  Used cars would 
exchange hands when a worker retired or moved on.  
A new car could be ordered and bought for 10 
shillings.  

 
 



 
 

An example of a ‘Car Gwyllt” was made for the 
National Museum of Wales in 1925.  

A lot of trouble was taken in the construction using 
local materials and skills.  The flanged wheel was 
made by the Porthmadog Foundry.  However the 
museum curator refused it as it wasn’t a genuine 
working article.  Not to be outdone the Company’s 
organizer of the project reached into a nearby wagon 
and gave them one belonging to a quarryman.  This 
led to uproar, as he had no right to give away private 
property; the offer of an exchange was not accepted. 

The practice of ‘ riding the rails’ had its dangers of 
course and there were many accidents over the years, 
through inexperience and also recklessness such as 
two persons on one car – this led to broken legs on 
one occasion.  In an attempt to limit the accidents the 
afternoon rush hour was led by a ‘captain ‘who would 
ensure a steady and smooth descent. 

The end of this mode of transportation came in 
1939, when the quarry closed.  It was re-opened for a 
brief period in 1945 to supply slate for re-roofing 
buildings that had been damaged in the bombing of 
London. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 


����
������
������
��

If you ‘ve  re-newed  your membership for this  year, 
thank you. If  it’s  slipped your mind  please  renew  as  
soon  as  possible . Send your cheque ($16 single, 
$ 24 family to : 

Mrs. J. Pearson, 
4277 Houlihan Place 

Victoria, B.C., V8N 3T2 
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Remember the Victoria Day Parade on May 24.  Join 
in the FUN  

 
June 26 is the day for the Hatley Park  Gardens  tour.  
Let us know if you will attend  
 
Cor Godre Aran will be performing at the Alix Goolden 
Hall on Sept. 8.  Circle the date now. 
 
And sometime in the Fall we’d like to arrange a 
lunchtime get–together.  Please call and let the Board 
know if you are interested. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

STOP PRESS 
Cymdeithas Madog announces that they are 

holding Welsh Language courses at Cardiff University 
this year. 

Full room and board (single room with ensuite 
facilities) and tuition.  Seven levels of instruction . 

Cost:  800 pounds for the week. 
Visit www.madog.org/concrete/ for information and 

registration. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

EISTEDDFOD BY MAIL COMPETITION at the 
2010 National Festival of Wales in Portland, Oregon, 
September 2-5. 

This year there is a new way to enter the 
competition. The Eisteddfod by Mail originated by Y 
Drych some 20 years ago and hosted by that 
newspaper successfully for a decade, is returning as 
the First Annual Ninnau and Y Drych Eisteddfod by 
Mail. 

There are three music competitions, a history 
competition and five literature competitions.  Each 
offers a cash prize.  All entries will be adjudicated in 
Wales.  Most entries are in English; a few offer a 
Welsh – language option if the entrant chooses.  

All entries are due in Minnesota, USA, June 1, 
2010. 
For more information:  
Eisteddfod by Mail Co-ordinator: Mary Morris 
Mergenthal at  mary.mergenthal@comcast.net  
Phone ( 651 ) 644-1650  or  
2393 Bourne Ave.  St. Paul, MN  55108-1618 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Dyna fo  --Diwedd – The End – That’s It
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